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Abstract 


Bats either they are small or large have many ecological impacts. For observing their social interaction as well as the pollination 
of plants the best time was at dawn and evening. Four months was good for accumulating the information on their social 
behavior. Some people beside that Banyan Tree, Ficus benghalensis where those bats were available always got trouble by 
their high-pitched noise and excreta. Some people believed that bats flesh has the power for healing human asthma so some 
animal poachers killed those bats. Due to strong wildlife act now most people are well-known that not only this bat but also 


all animals have great ecological significance. 
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Introduction 


Bats are incipient and utmost species either they small 
or large are found across abroad range of the world. It is 
estimated that there are 900 to over 1200 species of bats in 
the world, making up one-fifth of Earth’s total mammalian 
population, the second largest order after rodents (www. 
google.com, 15 January 2018). Within these 35 species are 
found all over Bangladesh [1]. From the IUCN reports, this 
bat is globally positioned in Lower Risk (LR) [2,3]. Since 
Saidpur is very small upazilla under Nilphamari district of 
Bangladesh but its biodiversity is more dominant than the 
other adjacent areas. A large bat colony was found at the 
centre of the town, municipality road of Saidpur. A very old 
Banyan Tree was their shelter. Superstitional point of view, 
some people who are affected by asthma they know that 
bats flesh is a medicine for them. Its hind legs spur or claw 
helps for hanging on trees. Its repellent and body color is 
used in their defense mechanism. It has reverse knee joint 
which allows good flying. Chiropteran exhibits remarkable 
diversity and its broad geographic distribution. Pteropus 
has 65 species in the world [4]. Out of 65 in Indian sub- 
continent has 5 species [5]. It is main mammalian diversity 
with more than 1200 known extant taxa [6]. Bats can be pest 
and sometimes it is called ‘Blood Sucker’. There are some 
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misconceptions about bats and it has lots of beneficial effects 
on vegetation [7]. Nipah virus spreads from bat to human 
then from human to human [8]. Nipah encephalitis bats are 
responsible to infect dog, cat, ferret, pig, and horse. Bats’ 
saliva and urine are the source of Nipah Virus [9] which was 
shown in India [10] and Bangladesh [11]. The objective of 
this study is to observe why bats are killed by the poachers 
and their impacts on nature. 


Regular Activities of those Bats 


There was a Large Bat (Indian Flying Fox—Pteropus 
medius, formerly Pteropus giganteus) colony in Kolim mor 
(turn), Notun Babupara of Saidpur town of Bangladesh where 
near about 300 individuals with adult and juveniles. All day 
long they hung on the Banyan Tree (Ficus benghalensis) 
by their spur of leg and in cool season it used their wing 
for reducing excess hot. This Banyan Tree had very few 
remarkable holes for showing their birth. According to 
villagers, more than 30 years, this colony is living here. Every 
evening they used to go to near fruit trees especially Kadam 
(Neolamarckia cadamba) and after passing whole night then 
they got back to their own territory. Month and day-wise 
observation on their number, age, breeding, resting, and 
leaving and returning to their territory at every evening and 
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morning were observed. Bats are left their trees for feeding in 
summer at 6:45 pm. This study period was from 01 January 
2016 to 30 April 2016. 


Natural Selection of Bats and Humans 
Hunting History 


Bats’ voice is very rough which made irritant to the 
people beside the Banyan Tree. Unusual muscle of larynx 
is unexplained which produce bats’ supersonic sound. It 
shows winter hibernation with lethargic sleep. The natural 
enemies were owls, hawks, and crows. Its flesh is eaten in 
many parts of the country [12]. Bats always destroy feed 
than their demand. It has occasional vomiting tendency. Bats 
were used same route every day. In the month of January- 
February it gave single birth where the gestation period was 
140-150 days. Only about 1 in 20,000 bats has rabies. And 
bats with rabies rarely bite humans. Usually they become 
paralyzed and fall to the ground. Most people who have been 
bitten by rabies-infected bats have tried to pick up a sick 
bat [13]. Some little educated and low-income people belief 
this tradition and take those parts of animals as medicine. 
In this regard, they took mammalian species more (44.44%) 
in other animals [14]. Traditional medical practice among 
the tribal people is guided by their culture and life-style on 
the use of plant and animal parts [15]. The hunting of Akbar 
and Jahangir were well known [16]. Among other hunting 
palaces which Shahjahan built, one is located near Palam at 
Delhi which had a hunting tower and this is resemble ‘Qutb 
Mina’ [17]. Mughal emperor Akbar was expert on hunting, 
sports, horse-riding, arrow throwing, and wrestling. He 
declared that who will slaughter animals need not to make 
relation with them [18]. People took wild or cage animals not 
only pet but also food, medicine, decoration, and export [19]. 


Figure 1: This Banyan Tree had very few remarkable holes 
for showing their birth. 


y 


Kabir A. Indian Flying Fox: Their Acceptance, Myth and Role on Nature. J Ethol & Animal Sci 


2020, 3(1): 000117. 


Journal of Ethology & Animal Science 


Crow destroys birds nest and snatches egg and young 
from variety species [20]. In highly fragmented tropical 
habitats, nectar bats play an important role in maintaining 
the genetic continuity of plant population and thus have 
considerable conservation value [21]. The foraging radius of 
these colonies can be 30-50 km, and these bats are excellent 
long-distance pollen movers [22,23]. 


Conclusion 


We should take some plans for planting huge fruit trees 
where these bats can live well all the year round. Small bats 
are totally live on insects, flying fox are lived on fruits, and 
vampire bats are carnivorous. A lot of fruits trees are available 
in Bangladesh like Mango (Mangifera indica), Jackfruit 
(Artocarpus heterophyllus), Guava (Psidium  guajava), 
Banana (Musa sapientum), and Kadam (Neolamarckia 
cadamba). In Bangladesh, at the time of date and palm juice 
festival, bats are available and very dangerous for spreading 
Nipah Virus. Bats are rabid animal and responsible not only 
Nipah Virus but also newly invented Zika Virus and so on. 
At the field level, people of Bangladesh are not cordial. They 
cannot deliver information to the researcher. In village level 
they take any research as a fun. Area-wise information as well 
as their role on biodiversity needs to preserve by the nearest 
authorized sectors for the researcher [24]. This is totally 
non-scientific that bats flesh is useful for human diseases. 
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